
Table.1 World population, urban population and estimated slum population 
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 World population Urban population Slum population 

 millions 

 

millions % of world 

population 

thousands % of urban 

population 

1950 2,530 750 29.4 NA NA 

2001 6,134 2,923 47.7 923,986 31.6 

2014 7,243 3,880 53.5 (1,226,080) (31.6) 

2050 9,310 6,250 67.2 (1,975,000) (31.6) 

Figure on slum population is available only for 2001. Applying this figure, slum population 

is estimated for 2014 and 2050.                     

Source: UN Habitat Annual Report 2014 

Left: Rapid growth has taken place since 18th century.  

Right: Nearly four times growth during a century (1950-2050). July 11 is World 

Population Day commemorating the day when population exceeded 5 billion in 1987.  

 Source: US Census Bureau 

Figure.1 World population growth 

BC10000-AD2000 1950-2050 (million) 
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Increase in world population is 

substantially due to increase in urban 

population in less developed regions 

. 

Urban population was less than 1/3 (30%) 

in 1950 and exceeded rural population in 

2007. It is 54% in 2014 and will be more 

than 2/3 (66%) by 2050. 
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Figure.4  Urban and rural population of total population, by regions, 1950-2050 

Urbanization is progressing in all regions. Majority will live in urban areas by 2050. 

Source: World Urbanization Prospects The 2014 Revision, UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs 

Source: World Urbanization Prospects The 2011 

Revision, UN Department of Economic and Social 
Affairs 
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Figure.2 Urban and rural population 

Figure.3 Urban and rural population in 

less and more developed regions 
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